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it farther for their own benefit. For this purpose, it may be well that we leave our Author to speak chiefly for himself; subjoining only such expositions as cannot be dispensed with for even verbal intelligibility, and as we can offer on our own surety with some degree of confidence. By way of basis to the whole inquiry, we prefix some particulars of his short life; a part of our task which Tieck's clear and graceful Narrative, given as tf Preface to the Third Edition/ renders easy for us.
Friedrich von Hardenberg, better known in Literature by the pseudonym 'Novalis,' was born on the 2d of May 1772, at a country residence of his family in the Grafschaft of Mansfeld, in Saxony. His father, who had been a soldier in youth, and still retained a liking for that profession, was at this time Director of the Saxon Salt-works; an office of some considerable trust and dignity. Tieck says, c he was
* a vigorous, unweariedly active man, of open, resolute cha-6 racter, a true German.   His religious feelings made him a
* member of the Herrnhut Communion; yet his disposition
* continued gay, frank, rugged and downright.'   The mother also was distinguished for her worth; c a pattern of noble piety and Christian mildness;? virtues which her subsequent life gave opportunity enough for exercising.
On the young Friedrich, whom we may continue to call Novalis, the qualities of his parents must have exercised more than usual influence; for he was brought up in the most retired manner, with scarcely any associate but a sister one year older than, himself, and the two brothers that were next to Mm in age. A decidedly religious temper seems to have infused itself, under many benignant aspects, over the whole family : in Novalis especially it continued the ruling principle through life; manii'ested no less in his scientific